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Headed for success

Salute to Youth honoree Justin Katz has defined career

By Barbara Bayer
Special to The Chronicle

Many 18-year-olds don’t know
where they want to go to college or
more specifically what they want to
do when “they grow up.” That’s not
the case with Justin Katz, the Jewish
Chronicle’s Salute to Youth honoree
for November. He’s already been ac-
cepted to the University of Indiana
and plans to major in business and/or
accounting. ,

Justin is well on his way to launch-
ing a career in the business world.
The Blue Valley North senior has se-
cured a business internship at the
Bank of Blue Valley, where he works
five afternoons a week as a teller.

“We take a three-credit class where
we do projects relating to business.
We did a brochure and we learned
how to ask for raises and things like
that,” Justin said. ‘

He starts working during the
school’s seventh hour. Justin got the
same training as anyone else who was
hired to be a teller, and performs the
same duties as the other, and older,
bank employees. He earns credit and
gets paid as well.

that than the day-to-day accounting,
but I know you have to understand the
day-to-day to do the business process-
ing,” Justin said.

If he doesn’t become an accoun-
tant, he may want to do something in
sales. “I love to sell, that’s part of the

The job is a lot
of pressure but
Justin likes it.

“I didn’t real-
ize how much
money goes
through a bank.

‘I’m more interested in
the guts of accounting,
like finding out how

reason why I like
being a teller. I
get to interact
with people all
day and I get to
talk to people to
see what their
lives are like. It’s
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ing,” Justin said.

“There’s definite-
ly a lot of facets to the job and I like
it,” he continued. “There’s a lot of
pressure to do it right and do it quick-
ly. »

One of the things he thinks set him
apart from the other seniors, and may
have helped him obtain the bank job,
was his score on a state-wide account-
ing test.

“I got an accounting award. It was
an Emporia State scholarship contest.
I got an honorable mention, which
means I was in the top 10 percent in
the state in accounting,” Justin said.

Since he’s good at accounting, he
thinks that’s what he may want to do
later in life. “I’'m more interested in
the guts of accounting, like finding out
how people can make more profit in
their business. I’'m more interested in

. (JTA) A U.N. panel is calling on
Iran to ensure a “fair and transparent
trial” for 13 Iranian Jews arrested in
March on charges of sp  for Is-
rael. The General Assembly’s Social,
‘Humanitarian and Cultural Commit-
tee approved a resolution critical of
out that non-Jews had also been ar-
ested and said the criticism is part
‘a politically motivated “disinfo

of
rma-

ple, he interacts
with them well. Just ask Patti Kroll,
the education director of the Family
Education Center for Conservative
Education, where Justin served as a
madrich.

“The kids love him. He has good
kid instincts and he is a wonderful
role model,” said Kroll. “He is a hard
worker and was very faithful about
being here when he was supposed to.
Since he has a job this year, we really
miss him. He’s a good, wholesome,
nice young man.”

Justin worked as a madrich to com-
plete a community service require-
ment for the National Honor Society.
When he completed his required ser-
vice hours, he stayed with it.

“It was a lot of fun. The kids are
great. I love them, they are so funny,”

.(JTA) The U.S, Justice Department .
asked a federal judge to revoke the
citizenship of a man accused of being
an armed guard at two Nazi slave la-
bor camps in Poland. The depart-
ment’s Nazi-hunting Office of Special

. Investigations alleges that Mykola

Wasylyk,

&

76, of Ellenville, N.Y,,
trained at the SS-run Trawniki Camp
in Poland and later lied about his ac-
tivities when he applied for a visa to
enter the United States in 1949.

Justin
Katz took
partina
USY trip to
Israel dur-
ing the
summer of
1998. Here
Justin and
a friend,
Erica
Nevins,
take a
break
while
mountain
climbing
in north-
ern Israel.

Justin said.

As a young Jewish person, Justin
knows that his younger brother,
David, looks up to him as a role mod-
el. He thinks his third-grade students
may have also.

“I’ve got a feeling that those kids
admired me. I really enjoyed that be-
cause they looked up to me and I had
fun with them,” Justin said. s

When he goes away to school next
year, he plans to join a Jewish frater-
nity.

“I also know that Hillel is big there.
I might get involved in that a little bit
and go to High Holiday services
there,” he said.

Justin is involved in several extra-
curricular activities at school includ-

goals

ing investment club and advanced de-
bate. He’s a member of AZA #2 of the
B’nai B’rith Youth Organization and a
member of Beth Shalom’s USY chap-
ter. This weekend he’s attending the
region’s annual Kinnus in Minnesota.

“I’'ve gone every year because all
my Israel friends are from Minneapo-
lis,” Justin said.

He took a USY trip to Israel the
summer before his junior year. He
said the experience was “amazing.”
He noticed many similarities among
Jewish people, especially when he at-
tended oneg Shabbats in the Jewish
State.

“Just listening to people talk it’s the
same old thing. They gossip, they talk
about food and how wonderful the Bar
Mitzvah was,” Justin said. “I liked
everything about the trip. Everything
we did was fun.”

Somehow he also manages to find
time to play on a recently established
club lacrosse team.

“The practices begin at 4:45 and
when you work at a bank, you don’t
actually get off at S o’clock. I usually
get out of there by about 5:15 and now
that it's dark, I don’t get to practice as
much as much as I did before Day-
light Savings Time,” Justin said. “It’s
a spring sport and most of the games
will be on the weekends. It’s not ex-
actly a Midwestern sport, it’s more of
an eastern sport. There will be a lot of
trips to St. Louis.”

What’s the sport he loves the most?
BBYO football.

“It’s fun. I love lacrosse too. But
tI)B'BYO football is a little more laid

ack.”
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